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The US political system

The US political system is dominated by just two parties, so the president-always belongs
to one of them. The Republican Party is also known as the GOP, or the Grand Old Party.
In recent years, it has stood for lower taxes, gun rights and tighter restrictions on
immigration. Support for the party tends to be stronger in more rural parts of America.
Former Republican presidents include George W. Bush, Ronald Reagan and Richard

Nixon.

The Democratic Party is best defined by its liberal positions on issues like civil rights,
immigration, and climate change. It believes government should play a bigger role in
people’s lives, like providing health insurance. Support for the party tends to be stronger in
urban parts of America. Former Democratic presidents include John F. Kennedy and

Barack Obama.

If you're a US citizen and you're 18 or over, you should be eligible to vote in the
presidential election, which takes place every four years.

In 2016, about 245 million people were eligible to vote, but fewer than 140 million people
actually did. According to the US Census Bureau, the majority of people who didn’t register
to vote said they just weren'’t interested in politics. Those who registered but didn’t actually

vote said they didn't like the candidates.

QUESTIONS



1. In which parts of the US is the Republican Party stronger?
2. How often the US presidential elections take place?

3. Did you follow the US elections? What do you think about the candidates?



