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A plastic ocean: a film review

A plastic ocean is a film to make you think. We've been producing plastic in huge
quantities since the 1940s. Bottles, shopping bags and even clothes are made with plastic.
We live in a world full of plastic, and only a small portion is recycled. What happens to all

the rest?

A plastic ocean is a documentary that looks at the impact that plastic waste has on the
environment. The film begins as a journey to film the largest animal on the planet, the blue
whale. But during the journey the filmmakers discover a huge layer of plastic floating in the
middle of the Indian Ocean.

So they travel around the world to look at other areas. In total, they visit 20 locations in 4
years. There are beautiful shots of the seas and marine life, contrasted with scenes of

polluted cities full of plastic rubbish.

We use five hundred billion plastic bags worldwide annually. Over 300 million tons of
plastic are produced every year, and at least 8 million of those are dumped into the
oceans. But the film doesn’t only present the negative side. In the second half, the
filmmakers present short-term and long-term solutions. These include avoiding plastic
containers and ‘single-use’ plastic products as much as possible. The filmmakers also
stress the need for governments to work more on recycling programmes. It isn’t too late to

change. Once you've seen A plastic ocean, you'll realise we all have a role to play.

QUESTIONS
1. Which was the animal the filmmakers wanted to film in the first place?

2. Since when we've been producing plastic in great quantities?



